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Including:

100+ firearms

--Vortex optics
-=-Conro’s Resort Stay
--Terra Verde coffee
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- And more !
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40 Years of Conservation
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Wisconsin hosts 400,000 breeding ducks that produce 50-70% of the fall duck harvest.
Nearly 75% of the state’s wetlands are privately held, containing the 1 - 5 acre wetlands preferred by breeding pairs.

Wisconsin’s private land wetlands are important to autumn success afield. Nearly half of the birds harvested by state
waterfowlers are hatched in Wisconsin’s privately-held wetlands. WWA has restored nearly 10,000 acres of wetlands.
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1, 3, and 5 bedroom cabins available year round

4+ secluded acres located on the beautiful Moen Lake Chain
Walking distance from dining and entertainment

Easy access to 1,000°’s of miles of snovwmobile trails

Make us your annual family destination.

Dogs are welcome. T Earraok

conrosresort@egmail.-com - ConrosResort.com




Generations of WWA volunteers (and their families) have built, installed, and mamtamed thousands
of wood duck boxes. Over time, many have been decommissioned, but currently WWA has over
650 boxes under active management. These efforts put over 4,000 hatchlings on the ground
annually. Notably, Wisconsin’s wood duck population has grown at 6% over the past 30 years.

Recently, WWA volunteers developed a curriculum to engage middle-schooler science students by
exploring the life cycle of the photogenic wood duck, tracking migration via GPS, then building and
installing a wood duck box near school.
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’'s a Process

As wmter snows retreat in March, new WWA restoration projects are exposed that were completed over
winter. But that grand reveal has been preceded by months or years of planning and preparation before
construction. Each location’s unique characteristics is considered by WWA ecologists to create an
appropriate design, but all follow a similar process.

Landowner goals - Current conditions = Design - Finances - Permits & Construction
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Wisconsin hosts 400 000 breeding ducks that produce 50-70% of the faII duck harvest
* Nearly 75% of the state’s wetlands are privately held, containing the 1 - 5 acre wetlands preferred by breeding pairs.

Wisconsin’s private land wetlands are important to autumn success afield. Nearly half of the birds harvested by state
waterfowler’s are hatched in Wisconsin’s privately-held wetlands. WWA has restored nearly 10,000 acres of wetlands.
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Home of titled Senior Hunter COLT'S MIDNIGHT CROW

Type-Temperment-Confirmation Litters available
throughout the year

Started dogs in various stages available

Check us out on Facebook

Phone: 920-894-7705
Email: mjgator@hotmail.com
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== |f you find yourself in NE Wisconsin near Abrams, stop by WWA’s 150—acre property for a stroll
/4 through uplands, marsh and streams. Over a mile of groomed trails and six hunting blinds are

accessible to all without reservation. Local schools frequent the property for ecology and science.
WWA'’s local chapter has cared for and improved this property since receiving it from the state in the
early 2000’s.
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Make us your annual family destination.

Dogs are welcome.
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Floodplain Reconnection

Some WWA restorations do not result in a marsh. <
Modern development and agricultural practices drain more stormwater into small streams and rivers, undercutting
and exposing banks that are more subject to erosion with each heavy rain event. In this vicious cycle, deeper
streambeds are further from the adjacent floodplains that historically served to retain stormwaters.

This project in southwest Wisconsin reconnected the Pecatonica River with its historic flood plain, reducing
sedimentation transport while creating ephemeral wetlands important to wildlife, including waterfowl and
providing community benefits like reduced flooding, cleaner drinking water, groundwater recharge.
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Wisconsin Duck Stamp Funds (source: ong)
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e (Canada Funds  essssWisconsin funds

Wetland restoration is not cheap.

Funding restorations starts with membership dollars, but that’s only part of the story. The state Waterfowl Stamp fund,
federal North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA), and other public and private foundations support WWA
restoration projects. A single dollar from a member becomes $3 to $4 dollars as WWA obtains restoration grants.

WWA was a leader in the 2020 effort to raise the price of the state duck stamp for the first time since 1997, making
more restoration funds available. The original artwork for the stamps shown (‘95 and ‘98) was donated to WWA by the
artist’s son. Monies raised through their sale helps sustain WWA restorations into the future.
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journeyman

Know the
Diving Ducks

Diving ducks prefer the wide open waters - . 4 2 & -

novice

Know the
Puddle Ducks
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From newbie to harvester to experience-seeker then passionate conservationist. With a conscious nod to
Aldo Leopold, WWA programs encourage and accelerate advancement along this “waterfowler’s arc”:
Learn-to-hunt program,
Monthly newsletter
Adopted wildlife areas,
The Waterfowl Hunters EXPO (on 26 August!)
State-level, mission-focused committees.

WWA waterfowlers consistently demonstrate responsible stewardship of state natural resources.
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a State Wildlife Area

This area sponsored by:
Wisconsin Waterfowl
Association

e

http://www.wisducks.org/
Sponsored Activities
Manage habitat
structures and
report use

e v

Increasingly, volunteers want to to make a physical difference in the marshes or public properties they

frequent. This may include hanging nesting structures, but it may also include helping the DNR manage
their properties in a program called Adopt-a-Wildlife Area (AWA).

Chapters collaborate with DNR property managers or local municipalities to improve local wildlife areas:
removing invasive plant species, raising purple loosestrife-attacking beetles, assisting in prescribed burns,
developing nesting platforms for endangered Black Tern, and helping with duck banding.
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1, 3, and 5 bedroom cabins available year round

4+ secluded acres located on the beautiful Moen Lake Chain
Walking distance from dining and entertainment

Easy access to 1,000°’s of miles of snovwmobile trails

Make us your annual family destination.

Dogs are welcome.
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Manoomin

The Anishinaabeg (Ojibwe) people call it Manoomin—“the good berry”—and it has cultural importance. It is also an
unparalleled source of fuel for waterfowl as it ripens in late summer.

For 15 years, WWA ecologists have worked to expand wild rice’s modern range, collecting seed from existing stands of rice and
sowing it in suitable waters. Students participate and learn the importance of Manoomin to humans and wildlife.

WWA'’s wild rice role is expanding thru a partnership with the DNR and Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC). This collaboration will expand rice restoration in Wisconsin’s Ceded Territories.
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Year Acres Acres Match

196 122 $98,504 $18,000 $72,000
370 192 $155,514 $22,500  $150,000

58 $120,746 $12,525  $83,500

325 66 $303,669 $27,900  $186,000
210 77 $146,242 $19,100  $191,000
43 4 $56,000 $20,000  $200,000
$880,675 $120,025 $882,500

—_— \\}

2023 saw a significant expansion of WWA’s partnership with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). An agreement will bring WWA wetland restoration experience and capacity to DNR properties in eastern
Wisconsin. In the Lake Michigan basin alone, this includes an estimated 170,000 acres of restorable wetlands!

This builds on successful partnerships with other organizations, like WWA’s work with the US Fish and Wildlife
Service’s private lands program. Here, WWA leverages its resources for grants which have resulted in > 1,700
acres of restored wetlands and associated uplands.
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Wsconsm has not experienced the sharp waterfowler decline of neighboring states, but numbers are trending
' down. Duck hunter energy and funds are critical to wetland conservation (think: duck stamp funds, volunteer
effort, Pittman-Robertson tax dollars), so what does that decline mean for the future of wetlands?

Expanding the community of duckhunters is a conservation imperative. Persons of all walks must be encouraged
to join the ranks of state waterfowlers. This is a WWA commitment to the future of wetland conservation.
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2024 Conservation Calendar
A prize for every day of the year!
email: info@wisducks.org
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www.wisducks.org
Proud Sponsor

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!
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